
Welcome! 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  
OF CHURCHES 

Church of St. Ann 
402 Nelson Ave. PO Box 256 
Brandon, MN  56315 
Mass Time 
Weekday: Thurs. 8:30 am 

Church of St. Edward 
201 Douglas Ave. 
Henning, MN  56551 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sun. 8:00 am 
Weekday: Fri. 8:30 am 

Church of St. William 
209 West Soo St. PO Box 339 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sun. 8:30 am 
Weekday: Fri. 7:30 am 

Our Lady of the Lake 
407 N. Lake Ave. PO Box 671 
Battle Lake, MN 56515 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sun. 10:30 am  
Weekday: Thurs. 8:30 am 

Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
16921 Co Rd 7 NW. 
Brandon, MN  56315 
(Located in Millerville) 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm 
                      Sun. 10:30 am 
Weekday: Wed. 8:00 am 

Sacred Heart 
60 N. Central Ave.  
PO Box 339 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 
(Located in Urbank) 
Mass Time 
Weekday: Tues. 8:30 am 

St. James 
32009 County Hwy 74 
Underwood, MN  56586 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sat. 4:00 pm  
Weekday: Wed. 9:00 am 

Sunday August 30, 2026  |  22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. 
You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” Matthew 16:23 

 
This scene likely unfolds in or near Caesarea Philippi, a Gentile region steeped 
in pagan worship. There, at the mouth of a cave long associated with the en-
trance to the netherworld—believed by some pagans to be the very gate of 
Hades—Jesus had just questioned His disciples: “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” and then more directly, “But who do you say that I 
am?” (cf. Matthew 16:13–15). Peter, speaking with conviction on behalf of the 
Twelve, boldly proclaimed, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:16). Jesus responded by declaring him “Peter,” the rock upon 
which He would build His Church, promising that “the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” 

 
Just moments later, Jesus issues one of the strongest rebukes recorded in the 
Gospels: “Get behind me, Satan!” The same Peter who had just spoken divine 
truth now speaks human fear and shortsightedness. In trying to dissuade Jesus 
from His suffering and death, Peter unknowingly opposes the very mission of 
the Messiah. Jesus calls this mindset not merely a mistake, but a diabolical 
temptation—echoing the same temptation He faced in the desert, when Satan 
sought to lure Him away from the Cross with promises of worldly glory. 
 
What a stark contrast. Peter goes from being the rock of faith to an obstacle in 
the Lord’s path. But why was Jesus so severe in His response? 
Because the stakes were eternal. The Cross is not optional. It is the means of 
salvation—not just for Jesus, but for all who would follow Him. To think other-
wise, even with good intention, is to prefer human comfort over divine wisdom. 
Peter’s protest reflects a natural aversion to suffering, but Jesus exposes it for 
what it truly is: a stumbling block to the will of the Father. 
 
This dramatic Gospel scene is recorded for a reason. By calling Peter “Satan,” 
Jesus wanted to warn him—and us—of the real and ever-present danger of    
rejecting the way of the Cross. Like Peter, we can easily fall into the trap of 
wishful thinking and misguided compassion by saying about ourselves or those 
close to us, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen…” We are      
saying, in essence: “Lord, please make sure that neither I nor anyone I love ever 
has to suffer!” But such a prayer, though well-meaning, is clearly mistaken, and 
Jesus wants that point to be clearly understood. 
 
Peter was troubled because “Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised.” But all that Jesus            
revealed about His suffering was good—very good.                (continued on page 3) 

https://ref.ly/Matt%2016.23;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2016.13%E2%80%9315;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2016.16;rsvce?t=biblia


PARISH STAFF 
Fr. George Michael VC—Pastor 
Office Phone: 218-864-5619                       
Rectory Phone:  218-862-5644 
Email:  gmichaelvc@gmail.com  

Fr. Jeremy Theis — Pastor 
Cell Phone: 320-429-0116  
        

Deacon Mick Froslee  
Office Phone: 218-769-4409 

Deacon Craig Stich  
Office Phone: 218-770-7449  
Email: muskie669@yahoo.com  

Church of St. Ann   
Secretary: Rose Suchy  
Parish Office: 320-834-5095  
Cell: 320-766-5312  
Office Hours: Various                        
Email: stanns@gctel.com 

Church of St. Edward    
Secretary: Marilyn Bolland  
Parish Office: 218-583-2490  
Cell: 218-298-0813  
Email: stedward@arvig.net 

Church of St. William   
Secretary: Laura Shircliff  
Office Phone: 218-338-2761   
Office Hours: Various 
 Email: stwm@midwestinfo.net 

Our Lady of the Lake 
Secretary: Lori Curtis 
Office Phone: 218-864-5619 
Office Hours:  
Mon – Thurs  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Fri  9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Email: oll.church.bl@gmail.com  

Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
Secretary: Laura Shircliff 
Office Phone: 320-876-2240 
Office Hours:  Various                       
Email: sevendolors@gctel.net 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Secretary: Rose Suchy 
Book Keeper: Laura Shircliff 
Email: stwm@midwestinfo.net 

St. James Catholic Church 
Phone: 218-495-2185 
Email: 
churchofstjamesmaine@gmail.com 

Director of Faith Formation 
Amy Evjen 
Phone: 320-304-4127 
Email: amyereligioused@gmail.com 

Website: 
www.disciplesofthemissionacc.org  

CONFESSION 
 Tuesday: 7:45-8:10 am -Sacred Heart, Urbank 
  6:30 pm -Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake 
 Wednesday: 7:00-7:40 am- Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
  8:00 am -St. James, Maine Twp. 
 Thursday: 8:00 am -Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake 
                                  7:45-8:10 am -St. Ann, Brandon 
 Friday:                  8:00 am - St. William’s Living Center, Parkers Prairie 
  8:00 am -St. Edward, Henning 
 Saturday: 3:30 pm -St. James, Maine Twp. 
  4:00 pm -Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
 Sunday: 7:30 am -St. Edward, Henning 

Bulletin deadline Tuesdays at 11:00 am 

ADORATION 

 Tuesday: 7:45-8:15 am- Sacred Heart, Urbank                                         
 Wednesday:     5:00-7:45 am - Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
                                  8:30-10:00 am– Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
                                 8:00-9:00 am  -St. James, Maine Twp. 
 Thursday:  7:45-8:15 am -St. Ann, Brandon 
   9:00 am-5pm – Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake 
 Friday: 8:00-8:45 am- St. William’s Living Center, Parkers Prairie 
                                9:00 am-3:00 pm -St Edward, Henning 

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS                  
Tuesday, September 1st: 
    8:30 am Sacred Heart, Urbank                                                † † Tony & Mary Suchy                          
Wednesday, September 2nd: 
   8:00 am Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville          Ben & Grace Byrne Family 
   9:00 am St. James, Maine Twp.                                 † † Donald & Kathleen Budke 
 Thursday, September 3rd :  
   8:30 am Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake                                        †  Grace Ottmar 
   8:30 am St. Ann, Brandon                                                                †  Therese Peterson 
 Friday, September 4th:  
  7:30 am St. William Living Center                                                        † James Reineke 
  8:30 am St Edward, Henning                                                               †   Donna Halbert 
Saturday, September 5th : 
  8:30 am, Our Lady of the  Lake, Battle Lake                                †  Pat Lachowitzer 
  4:00 pm St James, Maine Twp.                                                       Mass for the People 
  5:00 pm Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville                         Mass for the People 
Sunday, September 6th:  23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time   
   8:00 am St. Edward, Henning                                           † † Clarence & Laura Cichy 
   8:30 am St. William, Parkers Prairie                                     †  Nancy Haggenmiller 
  10:30 am  Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake                                      † Jim Halberg 
  10:30 am Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville                            † Diane Tuscano 

 

We continue to wait for the decree. 
 

Additional information can be found on the 
diocesan website at:  

https://stcdio.org/all-things-new/ 

Patience: a moral virtue and a fruit of the Holy Spirit linked 
to fortitude.  Helps us grow in holiness! 

mailto:gmichaelvc@gmail.com
mailto:oll.church.bl@gmail.com


    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a hands-on Christian religious   formation 
program for children ages three to twelve. Rooted in Bible scripture, church liturgy, and Maria 
Montessori’s educational methods, it helps children deepen their personal relationship with 
God in a peaceful, prepared space called an atrium.  

(continued from page 1) 
Though His suffering was inflicted by the sins of others, His free and loving embrace of that suffering was the 
greatest act of love the world has ever known. Peter was blinded to this truth. He could not yet see beyond 
the horror of suffering to the divine good that would come through Jesus’ sacrificial embrace of it. 

 
Reflect today on Peter’s and Jesus’ words: “God forbid, Lord!” and “Get behind me, Satan!” In this exchange, 
Jesus is also speaking to each of us, saying, “Never run from the Cross!” We must never flee from a selfless 
and sacrificial embrace of suffering, even when that suffering is unjust. God can and will transform all freely 
embraced suffering into a means of His eternal glory and our sanctification. With our Lord, reject the evil 
one’s false empathy. Reject the lie that suffering is meaningless. Choose instead to lay down your life in love 
with Christ, and in doing so, you will rise with Him, victorious over every sin and diabolical lie, overcoming 
even the sufferings of this life through your free and faithful embrace. 
 
My compassionate Lord, Your firm rebuke of Peter was direct, powerful, and loving. Rather than offering false 
comfort or misleading empathy, You spoke a hard truth to awaken Peter—and all of us—to the spiritual            
necessity of the Cross. Grant me the grace, dear Lord, to say “Yes” to the suffering I must face. May I embrace it 
not with fear or resistance, but with a heart filled with Your love and unwavering courage. Jesus, I trust in You. 
             
                                                                                                                                                                                                Mycatholic.life 



ST. ANN  
No News to share.  
SACRED HEART 
 Please join us in the church on Tuesdays at 6 pm to pray 
the Rosary. 

ST. WILLIAM 
No news to share 

 ST. JAMES 
No news to share. 

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE 
Congratulations and welcome to Austyn Rae Kvidt, 
daughter of Alex and Kaylen Kvidt who was baptized into 
our parish family this past weekend. 
 
The next Parish Service Group meeting will be Wednes-
day, September 2 at 10:30 am.  Notify Marlys Dotzenrod of 
any items to add to the agenda.  Group 1 will lead the 
meeting.    
 
Wedding Banns I:  Alexis Newark and Christopher Vinson 

OUR LADY OF SEVEN DOLORS 
Please welcome Dustin and Renae Steenblock, and their 
children, Deacon and Finley, to our parish family.  
 
What is Catechesis of the Good Shepherd? Come and 
see! Tour the atrium after Mass on Sunday, August 30th in 
the basement of OLSD. Refreshments provided!              
Everyone is welcome!  
  
ST. EDWARD 
Plan to attend our Annual Parish Picnic on Sunday,        
August 30th at 5:30 PM.  It has been decided to have the 
picnic in the Fellowship Hall due to all the insects outside 
at this time of year.  Bingo will be played after the     
meal.  Hope to see you there for good food, fellowship 
and fun! 

 
We are looking for volunteers to 
come together for a cleaning day 
on Saturday, September 19th    
beginning at 8 am.  This will be a 
Fall cleaning of the Fellowship 
Hall, classrooms and etc. that 
were not cleaned last Spring.  We 

invite men, women and children to help with this yearly 
parish event.  Thank you in advance for sharing your time 
and coming together to clean our church building. 

  

  

  
  

Faith Formation 

SW Faith Formation site is looking for an individual willing 
to come in on 2-3 Wednesdays a month from September 
until April to gather attendance, call parents if           stu-
dents are missing, be a presence in the hallways and wait 
until the night is over to confirm all students have found 
their parents, and shut off the lights. Please contact Amy 
Evjen at 320-304-4127 if you are interested or know some-
one you think would be interested.   
 
OLSD Site:  Teacher Meeting at OLSD basement on         
September 2 at 6:30 pm followed by parent meeting at  
7:00 pm. 
Faith Formation at the above sites will begin on 
Wednesday, September 9 for all students grades 1-10. 
Safe Environment at both sites.  
 
There will be one site for Faith Formation for the        
parishes of OLL, SE, and SJ.  That site will be at Our Lady 
of the Lake, Battle Lake.  Please register your students     
Pre-K (age 4) through Grade 12 ASAP so that materials can 
be ordered.  Since learning is life-long, students who 
have already been confirmed are encouraged to attend 
(please register.)  Classes will begin on  Wednesday, 
September 16 with Mass.  There will be an optional meal 
from 6:00pm – 6:30pm with classes 6:30pm – 7:30pm.  

   

 
 

 



   Daily Readings 

Monday, August 31:  Weekday 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Psalm 119:97-102; Luke 4:16-30 

Tuesday, September 1:  Weekday 

1 Corinthians 2:10-16; Psalm 145:8-14; Luke 4:31-37 

Wednesday, September 2:  Weekday 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Psalm 33:12-15, 20-21;                 
Luke 4:38-44 

Thursday, September 3:  Pope St. Gregory the Great 

1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Psalm 24:1-6; Luke 5:1-11 

Friday, September 4:  Weekday 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Psalm 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40;         
Luke 5:33-39 

Saturday, September 5:  St. Teresa of Calcutta 

1 Corinthians 4:6-15; Psalm 145:17-21; Luke 6:1-5 

Sunday, September 6:  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; Romans 13:8-10;   
Matthew 18:15-20 

 

DCCW Fall Conference 

"Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace" is the theme of 
the St. Cloud Diocesan Council of Catholic Women's 
Annual Fall Conference to be held Saturday, September 
19, 2026, from 8 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. at Holy Family Parish in 
Belle Prairie, featuring Fr. Tim Tran as the speaker.  The 
day will also include Mass and a documentary film on 
the life of Archbishop Fulton Sheen. Registration fee is 
$25 by 9/10; $30 after 9/10 or at the door. Send registra-
tion fee to: St. Cloud DCCW   c/o Nita Hayes, 16695   
Jewel Road, Little Falls, MN 56345. Questions, call Nita 
at (320) 630-0388.  

 Last Chance to sign up for the next Bible 
Study! 

Register by August 31. 
Learn about God’s plan for our salvation, 

join this study led by Jeff Cavins. 
Contact Rose Suchy at 320-766-5312 or 

email stanns@gctel.com 

Have you ever gotten a gift from someone and not 
opened it? Most of us are very excited and eager to open 
any gift that we receive. Can you imagine just putting a 
gift from someone on a shelf…and ignoring it?   
We are all given special gifts from God at our Baptism 
that are called charisms.  If we don’t use our charisms, it 
is like receiving a gift and not opening it.  Many people 
go through their lives not using their God-given gifts   
because they don’t know what they are.    
  
How do we discover our charisms? 
The Called & Gifted Program from the Catherine of Siena 
Institute is a way to discover your charisms.  The pro-
gram describes the charisms and  explains how they are 
revealed in our lives. Then through prayer, practice, and 
small group discernment, you determine what charism 
is at work in your life.  
All of us were created by God to accomplish a certain       
Mission on this earth.  Discovering our charisms helps us 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ on earth, and 
become who God created us to be. 
Imagine, all the good things that would happen in our     
parish, community, and the world if people young and 
old were aware of, and using their charisms.  Everyone is       
encouraged to take part in this program to discern your 
charisms. Do not leave these gifts of God’s Holy Spirit      
unopened!  For more information or to register, call Dar-
by Bradley at 320-339-0686 or Rose Suchy at 320-766-

 

 Mark your calendars for the 48th Annual 
Knights of Columbus Oktoberfest Sausage 

Dinner on  Sunday October 11, 2026,  
sponsored by Chesterton Council #1995. 

See you at Our Lady of Seven Dolors      
parish hall in Millerville! 



Financials 
 

Thank you  

PRAYER LIST 
Please remember the following  

in your prayers:   
 

Paul Ulsager, Rita Cichy, Les Freske, Patricia 
Bushman, Nancy Benzinger, Helen Heinks, 
Jim Boesen, Barry Johnson, Betty Thoennes 
Hackbarth, Heidi DornThoennes, Clarence 
Otto, Savanna Shepard, JoAnn Volker, Paul 
Suchy, Patsy Shea, Susan Strese, Lavern 
Bitzan, Dennis Stramer, Don Maslow, Patrick 
Davis, Steve Schabel, Mark Streasick, Bernie 
Koep, Ron Christianson, Patty Kenaley,  Stacy 
Livingston,  Joann Bauer, Dacia Teberg,     
Matthew Haugh, Kathy  Stratton,  Angela 
Gilles 

Have a prayer request?  Please call or email the 
Parish Office. Names will only be published in the 
bulletin for parish prayers with permission from an 
immediate family member or from the person we 
are praying for. Their name will stay on for one 
month, unless you contact your  parish secretary to 
keep them on. 

Please Pray for a Priest, Seminarian &         
Deacon   

              8-31  Rev Jose Chettoor, VC  
                         Dcn John Wocken 
              9-1    Rev Cletus Connors, OSB 
                         Dcn John Wolak 
              9-2    Rev Matthew Crane 
                        Dcn Joseph Wood 
              9-3    Rev Gerald Dalseth 
                        Dcn Stephen Yanish 
             9-4     Rev Nathaniel Daubner 
                        Dcn Kent Yoder 
             9-5     Nicholas Daubner 
                         Dcn Randall Altstadt 
             9-6     Rev Ronald Dockendorf 
                         Dcn Mark Barder 

                                             8/23/26                     Weekly Budget 

Seven Dolors                             $ 2,428.10                      $3,406.00 

St. Ann                                          $    551.00       $2,879.00 

Sacred Heart               $    387.00                      $2,399.00 
Our Lady of the Lake          $ 6,193.51       $5,325.00 
St. Edward           $ 1,953.00       $2,997.00 

St. William           $ 3,506.00                        $2,868.00  

St. James                                    $ 2,406.00                         $1,725.00 

 

Calendar 

 

  September 
  9—Faith Formation begins for SA, SH, SW, OLSD. 

14—Acts Bible Study begins at 1 pm at Sacred Heart Hall 

16 - Faith Formation begins for OLL, SE, SJ 

You’re Invited to the Celebration! 

What?  Elliot Boesl’s return to health 

When?  Sunday, September 6, from 6-9 p.m. 

Where?  9347 Limb Road NW, Garfield, MN 

Burgers & Hot Dogs will be served, with Mu-

sic provided by DJ Wonderful. 

Free will offering going to Life Link III  

Elliot was in an ATV accident about a year ago and was airlifted to 
Minneapolis area hospital with a head injury. 

 Please remember the diocesan ministries that, 
through your generosity, continue to build the 

Kingdom of God here in Central Minnesota. 
They are not possible without your help. Please 

keep them thriving by making a gift 
at www.stcdio.org/annualappeal.    

http://www.stcdio.org/annualappeal


To install the My Parish 
app on your cell phone.  

1.Go to your app store.     
2. Search My Parish App and      
install. 
3. Open App, Click next until you 
get to “Find my Parish” 
4. Search for “Disciples of the            
Mission Area Catholic Community“  
5. Create an account 
6. You are in! 

Pope Leo September Intention:                

  For the Care of water 

Let us pray for a just and sustainable  
management of water, a vital resource, so 
that everyone may have equal access to it. 

 

A Vocation View:  

Don’t run away from what you are 
called to be.  Christians take the 
less-travelled road.  “What does it 
profit us if we gain the whole world 
but ruin ourselves in the process? 

SACRAMENTAL  PREPARATION 
BAPTISM  
Parents  are required to attend a Baptism Class    
before their first child is Baptized.   
    St Ann, Seven Dolors, Sacred Heart, St William:  
    Contact Rose at least 2 months in advance to        
    schedule a baptism.  
WEDDING 
Contact Fr. George or Fr. Theis at least 6 months 
before the wedding. Please contact the Priest      
before making any other plans.  

OCIA 
Please contact Dcn. Craig or Fr. Theis if interested 
in becoming Catholic. 

Formed.org 

Register for FORMED It’s easy! 
1. Go to formed.org 
2. Click SIGN UP 
3. Click I belong to a Parish 
4. Enter zip code 56515,  that will bring up 
Disciples of the Mission ACC, click on that  
5. Click Next 
6. Enter your name and email address – 
and you are in!   
7.  Add the app to your phone  




