
Welcome! 
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  
OF CHURCHES 

Church of St. Ann 
402 Nelson Ave. PO Box 256 
Brandon, MN  56315 
Mass Time 
Weekday: Thurs. 8:30 am 

Church of St. Edward 
201 Douglas Ave. 
Henning, MN  56551 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sun. 8:00 am 
Weekday: Fri. 8:30 am 

Church of St. William 
209 West Soo St. PO Box 339 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sun. 8:30 am 
Weekday: Fri. 7:30 am 

Our Lady of the Lake 
407 N. Lake Ave. PO Box 671 
Battle Lake, MN 56515 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sun. 10:30 am  
Weekday: Thurs. 8:30 am 

Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
16921 Co Rd 7 NW. 
Brandon, MN  56315 
(Located in Millerville) 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm 
                      Sun. 10:30 am 
Weekday: Wed. 8:00 am 

Sacred Heart 
60 N. Central Ave.  
PO Box 339 
Parkers Prairie, MN  56361 
(Located in Urbank) 
Mass Time 
Weekday: Tues. 8:30 am 

St. James 
32009 County Hwy 74 
Underwood, MN  56586 
Mass Times 
Weekend: Sat. 4:00 pm  
Weekday: Wed. 9:00 am 

Sunday July 26, 2026  |  17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

  

Jesus continues his teaching on the “Kingdom of Heaven” using 
parables based on the experiences of rural Galileans. Like Jesus’ 
parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, those of the treas-
ure and the pearl form a pair of His “Kingdom parables.” Jesus 
tells us that true wisdom involves recognizing a pearl of great 
price and being willing to sacrifice all to purchase it. 

A well-to-do merchant on the lookout for quality pearls finds a 
“pearl of great price” and he immediately “sells everything” to 
buy it. Jesus wants us to know that the Kingdom of God is worth 
all we have.  He has come to offer us God’s Kingdom, a unique 
pearl of the greatest price. The genuine disciples are those who respond to 
this opportunity with joy and selfless commitment, eagerly giving top pri-
ority to life in the Kingdom by doing God’s will, whatever it may be. The 
“treasures” and “pearls” of lasting value are the love of family and friends, 
the support of community, and the sense of fulfillment that rises from serv-
ing and giving for the sake of others.  In order to attain such treasure, we 
must “sell off” our own interests, ambitions, and agendas and thus free 
ourselves to embrace the lasting values of the compassion, love, and mer-
cy of God, who reconciles us to Himself. 

When one discovers Jesus and his vision of life, everything else becomes 
secondary.  Saint Matthew, a tax-collector, might have experienced some-
thing like this when he discovered the eternal value of the Kingdom 
preached by Jesus of Nazareth.  When he discovered Jesus and his vision 
of life, everything else became secondary. That is what St. Paul meant 
when he said: “I even consider everything as a loss because of the supreme 
good of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord. For his sake I have accepted the 
loss of all things, and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ” (Phil 3:8), and again “For to me, life is Christ, and death is 
gain” (Phil 1:21). To have a personal experience of Christ and personal rela-
tionship with Him – in other words, to have made Christ’s view of life one’s 
own – is the most precious thing in the world.  

Have a Blessed Weekend 

Fr. George 



PARISH STAFF 
Fr. George Michael VC—Pastor 
Office Phone: 218-864-5619                       
Rectory Phone:  218-862-5644 
Email:  gmichaelvc@gmail.com  

Fr. Jeremy Theis — Pastor 
Cell Phone: 320-429-0116  
        

Deacon Mick Froslee  
Office Phone: 218-769-4409 

Deacon Craig Stich  
Office Phone: 218-770-7449  
Email: muskie669@yahoo.com  

Church of St. Ann   
Secretary: Rose Suchy  
Parish Office: 320-834-5095  
Cell: 320-766-5312  
Office Hours: Various                        
Email: stanns@gctel.com 

Church of St. Edward    
Secretary: Marilyn Bolland  
Parish Office: 218-583-2490  
Cell: 218-298-0813  
Email: stedward@arvig.net 

Church of St. William   
Secretary: Laura Shircliff  
Office Phone: 218-338-2761   
Office Hours: Various 
 Email: stwm@midwestinfo.net 

Our Lady of the Lake 
Secretary: Lori Curtis 
Office Phone: 218-864-5619 
Office Hours:  
Mon – Thurs  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Fri  9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Email: oll.church.bl@gmail.com  

Our Lady of Seven Dolors 
Secretary: Laura Shircliff 
Office Phone: 320-876-2240 
Office Hours:  Various                       
Email: sevendolors@gctel.net 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Secretary: Rose Suchy 
Book Keeper: Laura Shircliff 
Email: stwm@midwestinfo.net 

St. James Catholic Church 
Phone: 218-495-2185 
Email: 
churchofstjamesmaine@gmail.com 

Director of Faith Formation 
Amy Evjen 
Phone: 320-304-4127 
Email: amyereligioused@gmail.com 

Website: 
www.disciplesofthemissionacc.org  

CONFESSION 
 Tuesday: 7:30-8:10 am Sacred Heart, Urbank 
  6:30 pm Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake 
 Wednesday: 7:00-7:40 am Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
  8:00 am St. James, Maine Twp. 
 Thursday: 8:00 am Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake 
                                 7:30-8:10 am St. Ann, Brandon 
 Friday:  8:00 am St. Williams Living Center, Parkers Prairie 
  8:00 am St. Edward, Henning 
 Saturday: 3:30 pm St. James, Maine Twp. 
  4:00 pm Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
 Sunday: 7:30 am St. Edward, Henning 

Bulletin deadline Tuesdays at 11:00 am 

ADORATION 

 Tuesday: 7:30-8:15 am Sacred Heart, Urbank                                         
 Wednesday: 5:00-7:45 am Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
                                 8:30-10:00am Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville 
  8:00-9:00 am St. James, Maine Twp. 
 Thursday:  7:30-8:15 am St. Ann, Brandon 
   9:00-10:00 am Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake 
 Friday: 8:00-8:45 am St. Williams Living Center, Parkers Prairie 
                                9:00-10:00 am St Edward 

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS                  
  
Tuesday, July 28th 
     8:30 am Sacred Heart, Urbank                                                          Special Intention                    
Wednesday, July 29th: 
   8:00 am, Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville                              † William Suchy     
   9:00 am St. James, Maine Twp.                                                         Special Intention 
 Thursday, July 30th :  
   8:30 am Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake                                          † Marilyn Barry  
   8:30 am St. Ann, Brandon                                                                   † Darlene Wagner 
 Friday, July 31st:    
  7:30 am St. William Living Center                                                † Bob  Hinderscheid 
  8:30 am St Edward, Henning                                                                † Carol Tweten 
Saturday, August 1st : 
    8:30 am Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake                                  † George Morgan 
    4:00 pm St. James, Maine Twp.                                                             † Gary Roberts 
    5:00 pm Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville                          † Darlene Wagner 
Sunday, August 2nd:  18th Sunday of Ordinary Time   
   8:00 am St. Edward, Henning                                                        Mass for the People 
   8:30 am St. William, Parkers Prairie                                            Mass for the People 
  10:30 am  Our Lady of the Lake, Battle Lake                                        † Aggie Macal 
  10:30 am Our Lady of Seven Dolors, Millerville                            †  Ken Bitzan, Sr. 

  

mailto:gmichaelvc@gmail.com
mailto:oll.church.bl@gmail.com


    

    All Things New Updates  

 As we continue to work through the All Things New process, and antici-

pate the changes coming with the decrees for our ACC, here are some 

points of reflection excerpted from “Agents of change: Stepping forward 

in faith” by Jon Ruis, January 2025, The Central Minnesota Catholic 

 

One of the hardest things for us to come to grips with is that change     
happens with or without us. For thousands of years, writers and philosophers have been trying to help us  
understand this aspect of our life. Plato wrote, “You could not step twice into the same river.”                          
Ecclesiastes 3:1 states “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens,” 
highlighting the cyclical and changing nature of life’s events.   

We cannot stop the flow of the river or the changing of the seasons; our efforts can be better spent deciding 
how we can take advantage of this change.   

As baptized Catholics, we are called to be more than passive participants in our faith; we are invited to be   
active agents of change, carrying forward the evangelizing mission of the Church. This is not an abstract ideal, 
but a living call rooted in the Gospel and brought to life in our parishes, families and communities. Being an 
agent of change means embracing this identity. It’s a role that asks us to step outside of comfort zones and 
engage deeply with the needs of our communities.   

Here are some things you can do to engage and possibly step outside of your comfort zone.  

• Show up with purpose. Don’t just attend Mass — prepare for it. Read the Scriptures ahead of time, pray for 
your parish community and ask God to show you who might need encouragement that day.  

• Practice radical hospitality. Greet newcomers, sit with someone alone, invite a family to coffee and              
donuts. Small acts of welcome can change someone’s experience of Church.  

• Serve in simple, concrete ways. Volunteer as a catechist, lector or choir member. Help clean the parish 
hall. Offer rides to those who can’t get to Mass. Missionary discipleship is lived in ordinary service.  

• Share your faith story. Talk about how God has worked in your life. Share a moment of grace with a friend 
or fellow parishioner. Witness doesn’t require a microphone.  

• Step into the margins. Visit the sick, bring meals to families in crisis, support local outreach ministries.      
Missionary disciples go where the need is greatest.  

• Pray for renewal. Make intercession part of your daily rhythm. Pray for your parish, your pastor and those 
struggling with change. Prayer is the engine of mission.  

 
Any questions can be directed to the following All Things New team members:  

Jackie Caron: jcaron9630.bg@gmail.com; Rose Suchy: stanns@gctel.com; Mike Bramwell:  
mcbramwell@gmail.com; Deacon Craig Stich: muskie669@yahoo.com; Sheila Newark:                                       

newarks1123@gmail.com; Darby Bradley: dpbradley61@gmail.com; Tim Kelly: 
tim@stwilliamslivingcenter.com; Don Koep: lakelandorganicfarm@gmail.com.  

Additional information can be found on the diocesan website at: https://stcdio.org/all-things-new/     

 
  



STEUBENVILLE ROCHESTER 

Our pilgrimage to the Shrine of our Lady of Guadalupe 
and the Steubenville Rochester youth conference was a 
powerful weekend! There were around 2,200 students, 
chaperones and leaders that attended the conference. 
We celebrated Mass daily, had Eucharistic adoration,         
reconciliation, inspirational speakers and music.  Over 
1500 confessions were heard at the conference!  The 
theme for the weekend was Worthy, "For the battle    
belongs to the Lord."  1 Samuel 17:47. The world may 
tell us that we are not enough, but God says we are    
Worthy.   

ST. ANN 

 No News to share. 

 SACRED HEART 

 The Rosary will be prayed at 6:00 pm on Tuesday           
evenings in the church. 

OUR LADY OF SEVEN DOLORS 
 No news to share. 

ST. WILLIAM 
 
Wedding Banns III: Nathan McBrady & Susan Hart 

The Fall Festival is just around the corner.  Please get the 
prizes and the $20 donation to the church ASAP.   

Invitations have been sent out for our Annual Summer 
Picnic, which will be on Aug 14th, 6:00 pm social hour 
and 6:30 pm dinner at the Church.  Please return your 
RSVP as soon as possible.                                       

For those who are thinking about joining our parish, we 
would like to extend an invitation to our Annual Summer 
Picnic on August 14th starting at 6:00 pm with social 
hour.  Please call 218-639-4709 or email Laura to RSVP by 
August 9th.    

ST. JAMES 
No news to share. 
 

ST. EDWARD 

The monthly CCW Meeting will be held on Monday, July 
27th at 7 pm at the fellowship hall.   All the ladies of the 
parish, 19 years old and older are automatically mem-
bers of the Council of Catholic Women (CCW).  Hope to 
see you at the meeting.   

Thank you to all the people who came to my wife’s funer-
al and all the kindness.  Joe Weller  

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE 

The Direction for Our Time Prayer Group will meet in the 
library at 3:00 pm on Tuesday, July 28th.                              
Everyone is welcome. 
 
The Social Concerns Committee will meet on Monday, 
August 3rd at 4:30 pm in the library.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
The next Parish Service Group Meeting is Wednesday, 
August 5th at 10:30 am.  Notify Marlys Dotzenrod of any 
items to add to the agenda.  Group 5 will lead the      
meeting.  All are welcome. 
 

 SW, SA, SH, OLSD: 

ATTENTION:   As we transition to our  “new nor-
mal,” office hours will vary as to times and loca-
tion for Laura & Rose.  Please contact Rose if you 
need anything. 

 Seven Sisters Apostolate:  The Seven Sisters prayer 
group for Fr. Theis is in need of additional members. We 
need someone on Tuesday  If you would like to pray for 
Father one hour a week, or if you would be available to 
sub, please contact Sheri Streasick at   320-805-0010.   

  

DISCIPLES OF THE MISSION AREA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  Daily Readings 

Monday, July 27:  Weekday 

Jeremiah 13:1-11; Deuteronomy 32:18-21;                   
Matthew 13:31-35 

Tuesday, July 28:  Weekday 

Jeremiah 14:17-22; Psalm 79:8-9, 11, 13;                       
Matthew 13:36-43 

Wednesday, July 29:  Sts. Martha, Mary & Lazarus 

Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21; Psalm 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18; 
John 11:19-27 or Luke 10:38-42 

Thursday, July 30:  St. Peter Chrysologus 

Jeremiah 18:1-6; Psalm 146:1-6; Matthew 13:47-53 

Friday, July 31:  St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Jeremiah 26:1-9; Psalm 69:5, 8-10, 14;  

Matthew 13:54-58 

Saturday, August 1:  Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24; Psalm 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; 
Matthew 14:1-12 

Sunday, August 2:  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 55:1-3; Psalm 145:8-9, 15-18;                                   
Romans 8:35, 37-39; Matthew 14:13-21 

 
The Otter Express is in the beginning stages of starting 
a  Volunteer Driver Program. This would be a great and 
fun opportunity to assist in helping the public in their 
transportation needs for medical purposes. If you are 
looking for something to do once in a while, want to be 
a helping hand, or help make a difference for  people in 
need, then the Volunteer Driver Program would be a 
great opportunity for you!                                                
Please contact Hannah@otterexpress.com or call 218-
998-3002 ext. 228 for additional information. 

 Bible Study beginning in September 2026 

Time & Place to be determined by needs of those who plan  

to attend. 

To reserve your copy of the workbook for $39.00 contact 

Rose Suchy at 320-766-5312 or email stanns@gctel.com 

Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom 

The Compelling Story of the First Christians 

Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom is a twenty-session study 

that explores how the first Christians, empowered by the  

Holy Spirit, carried the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

The book of Acts tells the story of the early Church as the 

Good News spreads from Jerusalem to the wider world.    

Despite opposition, internal struggles, and persecution, the 

apostles faithfully proclaimed the Kingdom of God and 

brought the love of Christ to a broken world. Acts reveals 

how the foundations of Church leadership and structure   

began to take root. 

Guided by Jeff Cavins, this study helps you understand the 

mission of the early Church and discover your place in 

Christ’s mission today.   

         Opportunities for  Enrichment 

  

The Bible Timeline  Story of Salvation History 
Some comments from a group just finishing the study. 

 
 I felt guilty, my faith was taking a back 
seat to other ‘important’ things – it was 
flat! This class was exactly what I needed 
to  reinflate it.                                                  
Jim Walters (St Ann’s)  507-990-8110 
 
 How do you fit into salvation history? 
Come and see. You will be forever 
changed. God is so good.  
Darby Bradley (St Edwards) 320-339-0686 
 
 I was amazed at how some of the words in the Old Testament 
are repeated exactly in the New Testament. Psalm 22 is repeat-
ed in the gospel  of Matthew’s recount of the Lord’s crucifixion. I 
will definitely participate in future studies.  Peggy Grecula 
(Seven Dolors) 320-
250-9614 
 
Want to meet other 
Catholics and grow 
in your faith? Come 
to Bible Study! I 
hope to see you 
there! 
Becky Bitzan, 
(Sacred Heart)  
320-815-1426 
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Financials 
 

Thank you  

PRAYER LIST 
Please remember the following  

in your prayers:   
 

Helen Heinks, Jim Boesen, Barry Johnson, 
Betty Thoennes Hackbarth,  Heidi Dorn    Tho-
ennes, Clarence Otto,   Savanna Shepard, Jo-
Ann Volker,  Paul Suchy, Patsy Shea,      Susan 
Strese, Lavern Bitzan, Dennis Stramer, Don 
Maslow, Patrick Davis, Steve Schabel, Mark 
Streasick, Bernie Koep, Ron Christianson, Pat-
ty Kenaley, Nancy    Benzinger, Stacy Living-
ston,  Joann Bauer, Dacia Teberg,   Matthew 
Haugh, Kathy  Stratton,  Angela Gilles 

Have a prayer request?  Please call or email the 
Parish Office. Names will only be published in the 
bulletin for parish prayers with permission from an 
immediate family member or from the person we 
are praying for. Their name will stay on for one 
month, unless you contact your  parish secretary to 
keep them on. 

Please Pray for a Priest, Seminarian &         
Deacon each day: 

 7-27 Rev Arlie Sowada  
            Dcn David Lindmeier 
   28    Vincent St. Marie   
                 Dcn Matthew Ludeck 
   29    Rev Mark Stang    
            Dcn Bruce Maltzen 
   30    Rev James Statz    
            Dcn Mario Mancilla 
    31   Rev Jeremy Theis       
            Dcn Kelly Marthaler 
 8-1    Jack Tyrell 
            Dcn Thomas McFadden              
     2    Rev Joseph Vandeberg                                 
            Dcn Thomas Murray 

   

   

July 

27 – CCW Meeting at 7:00 pm at St. Edward, Henning 

30- Finance Council Mtg 6:00 pm, St. Edward, Henning 

        Parish Life Committee Mtg 7:00 pm, St. Edward, Henning 

 

August 

8-9-St Williams Hamburger Stand, Parkers Prairie City Park. 

16-Hospitality Fundraiser after Mass at Our Lady of the Lake, Battle 

 Lake. 

23-Confirmation Informational Meeting for Parents & Students in 

Grade 10 for the parishes of OLSD, SA, SH, SW at 1 pm at Our Lady of 

Seven Dolors, Millerville. 

 

                                7/19/26                Weekly Budget 

Our Lady of the Lake             $6,842.00  $5,006.81 

St. James              $2,176.00  $1,725.00 

St. Edward              $2,265.00  $2,997.00 

Seven Dolors              $2,591.47  $3,406.00 

St. William              $3,849.91                 $2,868.00 

St. Ann               $1,266.90                 $2,879.00 

Sacred Heart              $ 332.00  $2,399.00 

  



To install the My Parish 
app on your cell phone.  

1.Go to your app store.     
2. Search My Parish App and      
install. 
3. Open App, Click next until you 
get to “Find my Parish” 
4. Search for “Disciples of the            
Mission Area Catholic Community“  
5. Create an account 
6. You are in! 

Pope Leo July Intention:                

For respect for human life 
Let us pray for the respect and protection 
of human life in all its stages, recognizing 
it as a gift from God.  

 

A Vocation View:  

Make your heart ready to receive 
the Word of God sown through the 
Mass and Sacraments in the 
Church. 

(Isaiah 55:10-11) 

SACRAMENTAL  PREPARATION 
BAPTISM  
Parents  are required to attend a Baptism Class    
before their first child is Baptized.   
    St Ann, Seven Dolors, Sacred Heart, St William:  
    Contact Rose at least 2 months in advance to        
    schedule a baptism.  
WEDDING 
Contact Fr. George or Fr. Theis at least 6 months 
before the wedding. Please contact the Priest      
before making any other plans.  

OCIA 
Please contact Dcn. Craig or Fr. Theis if interested 
in becoming Catholic. 

Formed.org 

Register for FORMED It’s easy! 
1. Go to formed.org 
2. Click SIGN UP 
3. Click I belong to a Parish 
4. Enter zip code 56515,  that will bring up 
Disciples of the Mission ACC, click on that  
5. Click Next 
6. Enter your name and email address – 
and you are in!   
7.  Add the app to your phone  




