
Events and Information of Historical Interest 

St. James Church, Maine 
 
The first Catholic settlers came to the territory of the present-day Catholic parish of Maine between 1875 and 
1882. Initially, Mass was said only one or two times a year in private homes, with priests coming by horse or 
buggy from Elizabeth, Rush Lake, Fergus Falls, Perham, Wadena and Blue Grass. Gradually, priests came to say 
Mass about once a month. 
 
Records from the 1880’s mention the names of the first parishioners, including Barry, Breitenbach, Burke, 
Deisch, Dullea, Fogard, Germain, Horan, Kelly, Kneeland, Moore, McManus, McNulty, Murray, Timms, Vogel, 
and Zimmerman. 
 

First Baptism       November 22, 1877 
First recorded service (Funeral Mass)    October 19, 1881 
First recorded marriage     June 27, 1883 
Second recorded marriage     July 31, 1884 
First list of parishioners compiled    June 5, 1884 

 
Desirous of having their own church, the parishioners considered various locations, ultimately accepting a 
donation of 5 acres from Daniel Moore for the church and another 5 acres from Patrick Moore for the cemetery. 
A contract for construction of the church was signed, the church (26 x 36 ft.) was built, and it was dedicated by 
the Most Rev. Otto Zardetti in November, 1893.  Money to pay for the pews was collected on the day the church 
was dedicated. Some facts and figures from those early years include the following: 
 

Deed of 5 acres for the church    December 17, 1891 
Parish legally incorporated    February 23, 1900 
Deed of 5 acres for the cemetery   October 20, 1900 
Contract signed for construction of first church  April 2, 1891 
Cost for labor to build the first church   $ 300.00 
Outer structure completed    Sometime in 1891 
Interior of church furnished    Sometime in 1893  
First church dedicated     November 3, 1893 
First Baptism in new church    December 17, 1893 
First assigned non-resident Pastor   Father Ignatius Tomazin 
Cost of 5 years of fire insurance in 1904  $3.78 for $1260 in coverage 

 
Initially, priests serving the parish brought all items needed for saying Mass (chalice, Mass book, vestments, altar 
cloths, candles, etc.) with them, but by 1896, the parish had acquired all necessary items, including an organ.  
 
Parish members sat in assigned pews, for which they paid annual rent. Pew seating charts from 1903 and 1904 
reveal that the children always sat in the front pews.  In 1911, a bell was purchased and installed in the then-
vacant church steeple. This very same bell continues to call the faithful to Mass each weekend. 
 
As time went by, the size of the congregation grew and the church building became too small. In 1913, the church 
was enlarged to approximately twice its original size. The enlarged church included a sacristy, along with a small 
basement for a furnace.  Most of the furnishings for the enlarged church were donated by parishioners. 
 
In February, 1909, the parish paid $3.90 for a $1300 fire insurance policy on the church and its contents. The 
policy provided coverage for a term of five years.                       
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A parish census completed in 1915 contained the following information: 
 

Adult parish members ….. 32      Children of parish members ….. 22 

 
1919-1945 

 
The 1919 parish census led the Bishop to determine that St. James was large enough to support its own priest. 
Father John Wildenborg was appointed as the first resident pastor, with instructions to build a parsonage. A 
building committee was promptly formed and bids for materials and services were obtained. Robert Gabriel 
signed a contract for construction of the house, at a cost of $1385.00. The contract provided that the new parish 
house was to be ready for occupancy by the end of November, 1919 and Fr. Wilderborg moved in that month.  
 

                 Cost for construction of parish house                        $ 1385.00 
 Lumber and supplies for parish house                                                413.16 
 Labor and materials for paint, staining, varnish, etc.                           210.00 
 Purchase & installation of furnace and plumbing            1306.91 
 Windows and door trim                135.00 

 
Joseph Bauer of Fergus Falls got the heating and plumbing contract for the new rectory. But things did not go 
well, with leaks and delays in completion. In a December 28, 1919 letter responding to a request from Bauer for 
payment, Father Widenborg wrote: “with regard to payments, I will say that no [further] payment will be made 
until the heating plant is in working order. … Until that is done, not one red cent.” 

 

 
St. James Church and Rectory, view from cemetery 

 
The St. James 1924 Financial Report listed the names of 71 individual contributors and contained the following 
information: 
                                  Plate collections       $  84.28    Pastor’s salary    $ 520.00 

          Envelope collection   254.25    Principal paid on debt     125.00                 
          Pew rent paid          765.11    Insurance                          51.16 
          Total receipts           1779.90    Year-end cash on hand      59.93 
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In February 1925, the parish signed a contract for delivery of firewood by April 1st.  The contract specified that 
the seller was to provide “15 cords of maple (and ironwood) with a sprinkling of birch permitted, the birch not 
to be more than 3 cords.” The price was $5.50 per cord. 
 
A parish census completed in 1930 contained the following information: 

 
Number of adult parish members 43 
Married adult parish members              27 
Children of parish members                 90 

 
As was true in the 1915 census, all but two of the adult parishioners listed their occupation as farmer. 
 
Following Fr. James Mohm’s arrival in 1930, major efforts were undertaken to improve the appearance of the 
yard around the church and the cemetery. The Fergus Falls Journal reported that under Fr. Mohm’s leadership, 
the parish had “turned a wilderness into a flower garden.”   
 
A letter from the Bishop sent in December 1935 assessed each parishioner a pre-determined dollar amount, with 
funds thus generated used to pay off the balance due on the church mortgage. Land for a parking lot west of the 
church was purchased in 1936. That same year, a cemetery committee was established and a formal budgeting 
process was put in use to manage the parish finances. In 1938, the church and rectory were wired for electricity. 

 

 
View of church from cemetery after landscaping improvements 

 
Updated Church Regulations were promulgated in 1939. The Regulations noted that St. James parish comprised 
the townships of Maine, Amor, Sverdrup, Everts, Friberg and the Village of Battle Lake, along with portions of 
the townships of Otter Tail, Clitherall, Aurdal, Dead Lake, Maplewood and Star Lake. The fifth item in the new 
Regulations noted that the Bishop determined the amount of the pastor’s salary and the fees for weddings and 
funerals. Item 7 noted that the Finance Committee consisted of the Pastor and the duly elected Trustees. 
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The new Regulations provided that “no special pews are assigned to any person or family.” Exceptions were 
made for the ushers and for families with children under the age of 3. Children ages 5 to 16 were, however, still 
expected to sit in the front pews. New, detailed Regulations regarding the use and maintenance of the Cemetery 
were also issued in 1939. 
 
A new furnace was purchased and installed in 1940.  The contract price was $660, and the contractor guaranteed 
that the new furnace would “heat your church to 68o when it is minus 30o outside.” The contractor initially 
pledged to donate $25.00 to the church; he later increased the amount to $40.00.  
 
Several statues were purchased in 1942.  Here is a summary: 
 

  Sacred Heart of Jesus 6 ft.             $190.00         Sacred Heart of Jesus 4.5 ft.          $ 80.00 
  Immaculate Conception 3.5 ft.          50.00         St. Joseph                50.00 
  Two angels 19 inches each                30.00         Pair of angels & a crucifix                32.75     
 

Golden Jubilee 
 
St. James celebrated its Golden Jubilee (50th anniversary) on May 30th, 1943. The day’s events included High 
Mass with First Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m., followed by a complimentary dinner for parishioners and their 
guests at the Woodmen Hall, Maine. Bishop Peter Bartholome delivered a mid-afternoon Golden Jubilee sermon 
and then led attending clergy, parishioners and guests to the cemetery for the dedication of a statue of Our Savior 
as a memorial to the pioneers of the parish. Thirteen descendants of the original parishioners attended the Golden 
Jubilee. The printed program for this war-time celebration included this note: “Due to the rationing of food, 
permit us to request an early reply to the invitation for the dinner.”   
 

      
Bishop, attending clergy and parishioners at dedication of cemetery memorial, Golden Jubilee, May 1943 

 

Father Mohm served as Pastor for 15 years and some wonderful stories are told about him.  He had a big, furry 
St. Bernard dog which parish children would ride like a pony. Every year at Christmas, he had his housekeeper 
prepare small brown paper bags filled with nuts and candy for every child in the parish. During the Depression, 
such gifts were a thing of wonder.   
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1945- 1985 
 
Following Father William Kloeckner’s arrival 1945, a garage was built near the parish house. The Financial Report 
for 1945 listed the names of 84 individuals who had made contributions that year and also contained the following  
information: 
   

Envelope collection $1956.14  Pastor’s salary                $ 500.00 
Total income               3195.26  Insurance        123.60 
Baptisms                       4  Household expense       650.00 
Marriages   0             Hosts, wine, candles       110.52 
Deaths    1  Year-end cash on hand         14.49   
       

By the early 1950’s, Catholics living in and near Battle Lake convinced the Bishop that they deserved a church of 
their own. Father Louis Telegedy, who was pastor at St. James at the time, obtained property overlooking West 
Battle Lake. By the summer of 1954, the garage on that property was transformed into a small church and Our 
Lady of the Lake became a mission parish served by the pastor of St. James. 
 
In the 1960’s, an increase in the number of Catholic summer visitors and the small size of the churches in both 
Battle Lake and Maine made it necessary to offer two Masses each Sunday in both churches. This was done with 
help from priests from the Society of the Precious Blood. Priests from this Order served as pastors for many 
years. 

 
Interior of old church. Picture taken in 1960. Gate in Communion Railing open. 

 
The 1962 financial report listed the names of 51 parishioners who had contributed $10 or more to the church 
that year, along with the names 23 children who contributed $1.00 or more.  The 1962 Financial Report also 
contained the following information:  

 
              Pastor’s salary    $ 480    Total income   $ 8950.94 
              Extra clergy     $ 115    Total expenses  $ 7000.20 
              House     $ 600    Year-end cash on hand $ 1950.74 
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St. James Church and Rectory, photo from late 1960’s or early 1970’s 

 
In the years following Vatican II, the choir loft was enlarged. About that same time, the sanctuary was remodeled 
and carpeted. A new altar, which faced the people, was purchased; the old altar was moved to the church in Battle 
Lake. 
 
By the time of Father Richard Steinmann’s arrival in 1970, both parishes were growing.  Each parish established 
a parish council. St. James created a Cemetery Association with a provision for Perpetual Care to guarantee 
upkeep of the cemetery.  In February, 1973, St. James adopted a parish constitution.  Two years later, St. James 
made a major addition to its church. Additional worship space was added, with classrooms for religious education, 
a social hall and a kitchen on the lower level.   Mass to satisfy the Sunday obligation could now be held on 
Saturday evening, and in the summer 4 Masses were offered each weekend in Maine, 3 in Battle Lake. 

 

 
                  Altar facing the congregation, with partial view of new addition  
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1985-1998 

 
A new pastor, Father David Maciej, arrived in July 1985.  A few months later, the St. James Parish Council 
decided to tear down the old church and build a new one, while saving the 1975 addition. The old church was 
torn down in September, with the steeple going down only after a mighty struggle. Unfortunately, the 1975 
addition was lost in a fire on September 24, 1985. 
 

 
Deconstruction has begun. Rectory to left, new addition to right of the church. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The steeple that would not fall down  

The Fergus Falls Daily Journal published an article about the demolition of the old church. The article began: 

“This is the story of the little church that wouldn’t. Wouldn’t fall down, that is.” 

The article went on to describe how it took multiple runs with a bulldozer, three attempts to yank  
the steeple down with a cable attached to the bulldozer (one cable literally snapped) and then 

an attack with chain saws and sledge hammers to finally bring the grand old steeple down. 
The wrecking crew and bystanders on the scene at the time were amazed by the strength of that tower! 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After the fire in September, 1985, St. James was without a church.  The Presbyterian Church in Maine offered 
St. James the use of its church and Mass was held there until the new church was built.  Planning to build a new 
church began immediately after the September 1985 fire. A building committee was established, plans were drawn 
up, bids solicited and necessary contracts approved.   
 
A two-page photo spread and article about the new church was published in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal on 
March 27, 1986 under the headline: “A new home for an old parish.” The article described how a parishioner who 
was cleaning a fire-blackened holy water font found a lady bug and then exclaimed: “It’s a good luck sign when  
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you find a lady bug.” In response, Father Maciej remarked: “Add a prayer to that and you’ll be in good shape!”  
Father Maciej told the reporter: “In some ways, you could say the fire’s been a blessing. We didn’t think of re-
doing some of these things before.” The re-doing, according to the article, included a new enclosed kitchen which 
looks out onto a gathering space which doubles as an overflow seating area for the many summer visitors.  
 
The downstairs was remodeled to include several rooms for religious education classes and a small office. The 
old church was not covered by replacement cost fire insurance, so to help hold costs down, parishioners did 
much of the work themselves. Many items, including pews, which were refurbished, a Holy Water font, and the 
Stations of the Cross were salvaged from the old church. Fr. Maciej noted that many people donated money, 
made things, or came to work.  
 
St. James and Our Lady of the Lake were the first parishes where Fr. Maciej, who had been a priest for 6 years, 
served as pastor. The Daily Journal quoted him as saying: “This has been quite an initiation. I got broke in in a 
hurry. I guess it’s good training for the future -- if I survive it!”  
 
But then he quickly added that many of the worries of the building project were shouldered by his parishioners. 
He also noted that the cooperative nature of the parish was established well before he came to the area.  “It’s not 
just a place to go on Sundays.  It’s their place. It’s their parish.  I know they’re longing to be back. They want to 
be back in our home parish.” 
 
The Father Maciej celebrated the first Mass in the new church on Holy Thursday, March 27, 1986. The new 
church was formally dedicated by Bishop George H. Speltz on August 26, 1986.  
 

 
Father Maciej signs the Dedication papers at the end of the Dedication Mass 

 
The sod around the new church had literally just been laid a couple of days prior to the Dedication ceremony.  
To keep it pristine for the Bishop’s visit, a sign was posted:  
 

KEEP OFF THE GRASS - EXCEPT BISHOP SPELTZ 
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A photo spread and article about the new church and its dedication that appeared in the St. Cloud Visitor noted: 
“Bishop Speltz was the only person granted walking privileges on the new sod in front of the church.” 
 

                                   
             Bishop celebrates Mass at Dedication Ceremony                   “Bishop only” sign on sod in front of church 
 
The Financial Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1987 stated that there were 284 Baptized Catholics in 
the parish, 26 pre-school age children and 87 school-age children. The report noted that new stained-glass 
windows had been purchased and installed.  Other information included: 
            
         Baptisms                   8    Pastor’s salary            $  3,137 
          First Communions                 6    Other clergy                  550 
          Marriages                               3        Insurance & taxes                         6,379            
         Envelope collection          $ 36,549         New stained-glass windows                6,360 
         Building fund collections     18,213               Amount paid on church debt            25,000               
         Total parish income             62,268                   Year end cash on hand   4,845               
         
In conjunction with the 100th anniversary of the St. Cloud Diocese, a special St. James Founders’ Day Mass and 
celebration was held on April 30, 1989. The ceremony included the blessing of all of the founders’ graves in the 
cemetery. 

 
By the mid-1980’s, the Bishop determined that a new rectory should be built in Battle Lake. The Battle Lake 
church was growing faster than St. James and the Bishop felt that a town-based location was better than such a 
rural place as Maine.  The new rectory in Battle Lake was completed late in 1988; Fr. Maciej moved there in 
January 1989.  St. James agreed to pay 50% of the pastor’s salary and 40% of other shared expenses.  
 
The St. James Parish house was rented out for a number of years, but eventually no tenants could be found. That 
circumstance, plus insurance costs, real estate taxes, and liability concerns led to a decision to put the house up 
for bids, with first chance given to parishioners. The parish house was sold to Adam Gutzmer and then moved 
to his property two miles down the road from the church.  
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        St. James Rectory moving on down the road -- August 12, 2002 

 

In August 1988, the Parish Council took on greater responsibility for the control and administration of all 
financial matters pertaining to the parish. This was accomplished in large measure through the creation of a three-
person Financial Committee. 
 
The first Parish Directory, complete with color photos, was published in 1989.   That was also the year that the 
canopy to shelter the church bell and statue of St. James was constructed, along with the church informational 
sign which faces the highway.  
 
A Cemetery Committee was formed in August 1990. Over the next 18 months, that Committee mapped all the 
graves in the cemetery and created a new set of cemetery regulations, which were approved by the Council in 
March 1992. 
 
St. James celebrated its Golden Jubilee (100th anniversary) on the feast day of Saint James the Greater, July 25, 
1991. Mass was offered by Bishop Jerome Hanus and concelebrated by our Pastor, Fr. Robert Keiffer, as well as 
former pastors Fr. William Klockner and Fr. David Maciej.  The day’s events included a blessing of the graves 
of the pioneers of the parish and the rededication of the Statue of Our Savior in the cemetery. 
 
A new parish Constitution and related By-Laws were adopted in April 1992. The following summer, a parish 
census listed the names of 115 adult parish members.  
 
A Financial Review and Recommendation Committee was created in September 1994.  Its assignment was to 
review the then-current book-keeping methods and make recommendations for improvements, including better 
use of the recently purchased parish computer. The committee’s recommendations, presented to the Council in 
October 1994, included consolidating responsibility for all parish financial activities and record-keeping in the 
hands of the bookkeeper, with expenditures subject to approval by the Finance Committee, under the over-all  
supervision of the Parish Council. 
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A separate Church Study Committee, sometimes referred to as the Church Planning Committee, met for the first 
time in October 1994 and then periodically over the next several years.  This committee, which served as an idea-
generating group of parishioners separate from the Parish Council, played a critically important role in identifying 
future parish needs and developing recommendations for the improvement and better use of the church building. 
 
The annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995 contained the following information: 
 

Baptisms             6    Adult parishioner collection  $ 42,365 
Confirmations            7               Non-parishioner collection        17,724 

    Marriages             2    Total Income                  80,205   
    Deaths             6    Pastor’s salary                    7,900 
    Envelope holders         128    Other clergy            1,195 
    Contributors over $100     87       Total expenses      57,851 

            Year-end cash on hand     22,353 
 
The 1995 annual report noted that the parish was comprised of 326 baptized Catholics, including 26 pre-school 
age children, 41 grade school children, and 23 high school students. The report also noted that ordinary income 
and net operating income had increased steadily over the prior three years. The numbers were as follows: 
 

  Year                     Ordinary Income             Net Income 
1992-93              $48,502     $15,410 
1993-94             $55,071     $18,419 
1994-95             $60,484     $22,353 

 
41% of the parish’s ordinary income came in during the months of June, July and August. 
 
The balance due on the church debt was paid off in November 1995.  A “burn the mortgage” celebration was 
held in June 1996. Amendments to the Parish Constitution were approved that summer as well. A second color 
photo parish directory was published in August 1996. Land to enlarge the parking lot was purchased in January, 
1997; the expanded space was paved that summer. 
 
The Church Planning Committee submitted recommendations for the improvement and better use of the church 
in October, 1997. Topics addressed included: new pews, a better organ, relocation of the piano, organ and choir, 
additional space for the sacristy, a confessional, relocation of the shrine and stand for votive lights, and more 
storage space. 
 

1998-2008 
 
A better (albeit used) organ was purchased in January, 1998. In late April 1998, the Council approved plans for 
the purchase of new pews and for the construction of an addition to the northeast side of the church. The 
addition was intended to provide space for a new Sacristy and a new Reconciliation room, extra main floor 
storage space and for the expansion of the basement. The plans were sent to the Diocese for approval, which 
was received in August. The question of whether to go ahead with the project was then put to a vote by parish 
members and a solid majority endorsed the plan.   
 
Construction started that autumn, continued for several months and was substantially completed by the end of  
the summer, 1999. Volunteer labor by parishioners, as well as specific bequests for certain improvements, resulted 
in substantial savings over the original cost estimates on the project. The parish borrowed $49,000 to finance the 
cost of construction and related improvements.  
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In the fall of 2001, as an Eagle Scout project, the son of active, long-time parishioners designed, built and installed 
Stations of the Cross along a pathway on church property through the woods to Pickerel Lake.  
 

                     
       Stations of the Cross - Pathway through the woods                  Fifth and Thirteenth Stations of the Cross 

 
A new playground was added in the summer of 2002. That fall, a new 30x37 steel storage building with cement 
floor and electricity was constructed to replace two older storage sheds. 
 
The annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002 contained the following information: 
 

  Baptisms     6    Adult parishioner collection           $ 80,431 
 Confirmations                 0    Non-parishioner collection                9,951 

            Marriages     5    Total Income                         106.960   
            Deaths                 6    Total expenses                87,990 
            Children                        77    Year-end surplus                   18,970 

 
After several months of fund raising, which raised over $13,000, a grand piano was purchased in September, 
2003 at a cost of $20,775. Continued fund raising efforts and three summertime special collections made it 
possible to pay off the piano in full by spring of 2004. 
 
In April, 2004, the parish created its first website.  That fall, additional land was purchased to expand the size of 
the parking lot. A pancake breakfast was held on June 19, 2005 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of Father Paul’s 
ordination to the priesthood.  Around this same time, a Share the Hope committee, funded through the allocation 
of 2% of the weekly ordinary collection, was formed. Share the Hope (later renamed Giving Hope) provides 
financial assistance to parishioners in times of extraordinary need. 

 
2008-2018 

 

Father Paul retired in June of 2008, and we welcomed our new Pastor, Father Greg Paffel that same month. 
Shortly after Fr. Greg’s arrival, we were blessed with the arrival of Father LeRoy Schik as Parochial Vicar. Fr. 
Greg and Fr. LeRoy served three parishes: St. James, Our Lady of the Lake, and Our Lady of Victory in Fergus 
Falls. 
 
At his first meeting with the Parish Council, Fr. Greg asked each of those present to describe something good  
about the parish, and to identify things that were needed in the future. Here is what he was told: 
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Good about the Parish    Needed in the Future 
Friendly     Dishwasher 
Work well together    Improved sound system 
Faith formation program   New faith formation books 
Youth group     Outside lighting 
Liturgy and music    New Council members 
Solid building     New finance committee members 

 
Father Greg was also told that strengths of the parish included its many volunteers, the fact that the parish was  
financially secure, and that so many parishioners really cared about the parish.   
 
At the time of Father Greg’s arrival, there was an active youth group, endearingly called the St. James Gang. 
Besides CCW (Council of Catholic Women), there were 2 active Women’s Circles, a men’s group and a well-
funded Faith Formation program which offered religious education classes after Mass for the younger children 
every weekend.  Senior high students had religion classes on Wednesdays.   
 
Women quilters of the parish meet weekly, turning out dozens of quilts annually.  Currently, most of these quilts 
are donated to the V. A. hospital in St. Cloud and distributed to veterans receiving treatment there. Our parish 
quilters, known as Minnesota Loving Hands, have produced over 5000 quilts in the years of its existence. 
 
In response to a diocesan-wide initiative, two parishioners were selected to attend a series of regional parish 
planning meetings. These meetings, which were held periodically over a period of about 18 months, took place 
in part to address issues raised by the shortage of priests in the Diocese.  
 
Following a meeting of the Regional Planning Committee with the Bishop in the spring of 2010, St. James, Our 
Lady of the Lake in Battle Lake and St. Edward’s in Henning were designated as a three parish cluster. Father 
LeRoy Schik was named pastor. Father Greg was assigned as pastor in Fergus Falls. 
                                                                                                    

           

In the summer of 2011, St. James 

benefited from the completion of 

another Eagle Scout project.  This 

three-part project, undertaken by the 

son of active, long-time parishioners, 

involved new plantings in an elliptical 

space  surrounding the Statue of Our 

Savior in the cemetery, along with the 

creation and installation of a new 

cemetery entrance sign and an 

American flag. 

Photo shows Entrance Sign, new            
landscaping and American Flag. 
 
The reverse side of the sign has an 
engraving of old church and notes the 
year the parish was established, 1893. 
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Starting in 2010, ordinary parish income (from weekly contributions by parishioners and summer visitors) fell 
for two consecutive years. Even after that trend was reversed, ordinary income revenue never bounced back to 
its 2009 level of $111,745, and expenses exceeded revenue for two consecutive years. Fortunately, however, the 
parish has had an operating surplus each of the past five years.  
  
The annual financial reports from 2010 through 2016 contain the following information: 
 

Year ending   Ordinary income Ordinary expenses Year-end surplus (loss) 
June 30, 2010      $  88,906        $  70,703            $   33,503 
June 30, 2011      $  88,015        $  83,920            $   21,060 
June 30, 2012      $  99,905        $112,363                       $  (12,738) 
June 30, 2013      $  97,003        $  98,890                     $   ( 6,467) 
June 30, 2014      $  94,324        $  82,384            $     9,229 
June 30, 2015      $100,062        $  66,955            $   37,229 
June 30. 2016      $103,749        $  71,555            $   29,964 

 
After two years of leg-work on the part of several parishioners, in September 2010, a new paved driveway, which 
provides access from County Highway 74 right up to the doors of the church and continues on to the parking 
lot, was completed. The sidewalk from the parking lot up to the church was re-done at the same time.  

                                                                                                          

          
 

 
A new, computerized sound system was purchased and installed in June 2013.  Four parishioners were trained in 
its proper use. 2013 was also the first year that St. James went on a summer/winter schedule, with Mass and 
confessions on Sunday morning from May through October and on Saturday evening the rest of the year.  
 
St. James and Our Lady of the Lake joined forces to create a joint web site and a shared bulletin. Work on this 
was done over several months toward the end of 2013 and first part of 2014.  
 
Using protocols and forms provided by the diocese, parish vibrancy assessments were undertaken in the first 
part of 2014. A report on the outcome of the parish vibrancy study was presented in May of that year. Two goals 
identified for our parish were evangelization and communication. 

 
In the spring of 2012, the Parish Council 
approved the expenditure of funds to  
support another Eagle Scout project, this  
one also undertaken by a son of active, long-
time parishioners. The project involved 
creation of a memorial at St. James to honor 
the work and memory of Father John Kaiser, 
who was killed in August, 2000 while serving 
as a missionary priest in Kenya. Father Kaiser 
grew up in Maine and St. James was his 
home parish. 
 
A 10th anniversary Memorial Mass for Father 
Kaiser, with Bishop John Kinney presiding, 
was held at St. James on August 24, 2010. 
 
Memorial is located next to church entrance. 
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Parish vibrancy was enhanced with the ordination of Deacon Craig Stich in June, 2015 and Deacon Mick Froslee 
in June 2016.  Deacon Craig, whose home parish is Our Lady of the Lake, and Deacon Mick, whose home parish 
is St. Edward’s, serve all parishes in our three-parish cluster. 
 

Hand railings leading up to both sides of the altar, built by a parishioner, were installed in July, 2014. A seasonal 
use water line to the northern part of the cemetery was installed in July, 2015. A committee to consider adding a 
patio on the north side of the gathering space was formed in the fall of 2015.  
 
The creation of the three-parish cluster required revision of some parts of the Parish Council’s Constitution.  
Changes were considered at three Council meetings in 2105 and approved in the following year.  
 
A proposed addition of a cement patio with railings on the north side of the gathering space was approved by a 
substantial majority of parishioners in voting held in September, 2016. The new patio was completed in July, 
2017. That same summer, handicapped accessible new glass doors were installed at the entrance to the church. 
 
We close this updated history of St. James Church in Maine with some information from the annual financial 
report for the fiscal year which ended June 30, 2017.  The report contained the following facts and figures: 

 
       Baptized Catholics             291         Ordinary income         $103,900 
       Baptisms                    4        Total income            108,341 
       Marriages                    0        Ordinary expenses             67,791 
       Confirmations                  2                   Pastor’s salary     9,820 
       Deaths                      1        Total expenses             85,123 
       Children in faith formation       14        Operating Surplus             23,218 
 

          

 
Sanctuary at St. James as it looked on Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 
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Priests Who Have Served St. James 
 

Rev. Hilbert 1875-1877 Rev. Hildebrand Zoeller 1915-1918 
Rev. Othmar 1878-1879 Rev. John Wildenborg 1918-1925 
Rev. Joseph Buh 1879-1883 Rev. N. P. Junker 1925-1930 
Rev. Joseph Boever 1883-1885 Rev. James Mohm 1930-1945 
Rev. Francis Vatry 1886 Rev. William Kloeckner 1945-1949 
Rev. S. Schels 1887-1888 Rev. Henry Hirsch 1949-1953 
Rev. William Lange 1889-1892 Rev. Louis Telegedy 1953-1954 
Rev. William Wilkins               1892 Rev. Evaristus Olberding 1954-1955 
Rev. Ignatius Tomazin 1893-1897 Rev. Herman Herbst 1955-1960 
Rev. Charles Pfeiffer 1897 Rev. Leo Weigle 1960-1962 
Rev. Anton Crzt 1898 Rev. Daniel Schaefer 1962-1965 
Rev. Emil Steinach 1899 Rev. David Dougherty 1965-1970 
Rev. Francis Britcher 1899-1902 Rev. Richard Steinemann 1970-1985 
Rev. A. Schaut 1903 Rev. David Maciej 1985-1990 
Rev. Welp 1904 Rev. Robert Kieffer 1990-1993 
Rev. Vincent Wiegand 1904-1905 Rev. Paul Folsom 1993-2008 
Rev. Joseph Ambauen 1905-1914 Rev. Greg Paffel 2008-2010 
Rev. William Van Dinter 1914-1915 Rev. LeRoy Schik 2010- ongoing 

Sons and Daughters of St. James parishioners 
who answered the call to religious life 

______________________________________________ 

Sister Juetta (Gertrude) Barry, OSB 
Perpetual Vows, July 11, 1924 

Daughter of Dan and Martina Barry 
Granddaughter of parish pioneer, John Barry 

Sister of past parishioners James, Paul, & Bernard Barry 

 

Father John Kaiser, MHM 
Ordained, July 11, 1964 

Son of Arnold and Mary K. Kaiser 
Brother of parishioner Carolita Mahoney 

 

Father Nicholas Brown, S.C.J. 
Ordained October 30, 1976 

Son of Frederick T. and Catherine Brown 
Brother of parishioner Michael Brown 

 

Father Jon Budke, L.C. 
Ordained January 2, 2001 

Son of Donald and Kathleen Budke 
Brother of parishioners Dominick Budke & Laure LaFond 


